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September 19, 2024

Testimony Before the Texas Senate Committee on Border Security
By Selene Rodriguez, Campaign Director, Secure & Sovereign Texas


Chairman Birdwell, Vice Chairman Flores, and Members of the Committee, 

Thank you for the opportunity to address the committee today. My name is Selene Rodriguez, I am the campaign director for the Secure & Sovereign Texas initiative at the Texas Public Policy Foundation. 
Border security is knowing and controlling who and what enters into our homeland. To claim any meaningful level of border security, the government must take every reasonable action to control who and what enters. Today, it is the Mexican cartels that have increasingly asserted control over border crossings between ports of entry. These cartels operate beyond the border, infiltrating Texas cities and towns, forming alliances with global adversaries such as China, Russia, Iran, Venezuela, and Cuba, as well as non-state actors like Tren de Aragua, Hezbollah, MS-13 and Tier 1 Gangs.
The Mexican state, largely regarded as failed, acts as a sanctuary for these criminal enterprises, exacerbating violent crimes and threats to public safety. Just this week, Governor Abbott and law enforcement leaders held a press conference where the governor declared Tren de Aragua (TdA) foreign terror organization (FTO). While this is a great step towards recognizing and combating the issue, we must build upon this momentum at every level. Not just with TdA, but with every criminal element operating in Texas that stems from our border. 
As the state which contains nearly two-thirds of the U.S. southwestern border, allowing this public safety and national security crisis to unfold unhindered is not an option for Texas. TPPF supports an aggressive and unprecedented effort by the state to both stand in the gap and stand up to a federal government that has neglected its first duty to protect its citizens, as well as the foreign terror organizations that are directly adversarial to the American way of life. 
The current leadership of the federal government shows no signs of being willing or able to fulfill its obligation. Today the federal government continues to expand their “lawful pathways” into the U.S. in their effort to mask how many foreign nationals they are importing into our home.
The CHNV Program–Cuba, Haiti, Nicaragua and Venezuela–has resulted in over 520,000 foreign nationals being flown directly into the U.S. Thanks for relentless FOIA efforts by the Center for Immigration Studies, we now know they’re flying in these four nationalities, and those with false documentation, from over 73 nations including safe countries like France, Germany, and even Fiji. 
CBP One app appointments total over 765,000, 95% of which have been accepted to freely enter through ports of entry, without proper vetting. 
They’re also expanding the use of the Safe Mobility Office Initiative, which gives more access to refugees, even if they don’t meet the proper definition, from Latin America. As of July, most of those resettled under this program are resettled in Texas. These programs are significant to note today because it proves that the government is using non-congressionally sanctioned, discretionary policies to fly whomever they want into the U.S., unvetted and unknown.  
Thanks to the courageous and creative efforts of state lawmakers, Texas can and will work to fill the gap and take its border back.
The DHS Homeland Threat Assessment for 2024 notes that terrorists and criminal actors are exploiting the elevated flow and increasingly complex security environment, and that “individuals with potential terrorism connections continue to attempt to enter the Homeland.” Further, they even declared that these complex challenges we are facing are likely to continue. 
Since the federal government is actively working against the safety and sovereignty of Americans, the duty falls on Texas. The state of Texas cannot fall to the transnational criminal organizations and foreign terrorists that are working tirelessly to defeat us, because if Texas falls, there is no other Texas to turn to. 
My policy team is currently developing research on the need for a state unit that is dedicated to fighting the threats coming from the border, with a command structure that can plan, coordinate, and execute border security and counterterrorism operations in Texas. Though valiant in their efforts, Texas law enforcement lacks the comprehensive resources and command structure necessary to address this multifaceted threat.
The Legislature has sought to address this multiple times with bills filed such as a Texas Border Protection Unit and a Texas Division of Homeland Security. Either or both of these initiatives should be thoroughly considered by Texas leaders to address issues such as disjointed efforts across agencies hindering effective response to border security threats and a lack of a unified command structure capable of overseeing border security operations. We also are producing research on how to strengthen the law enforcement toolbox for peace officers across Texas to better combat criminal illegal aliens operating in our communities.  
There is no one-size-fits-all security solution for the multi-faceted cyber, ground, air, maritime or subterranean threats facing Texas. We urge you to consider legislation to achieve filling the gaps in our security apparatus not just at the border, but in every Texas community. 
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