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September 19, 2024

Testimony Before the Texas Senate Committee on Border Security
By Ammon Blair, Senior Fellow, Secure & Sovereign Texas


Chairman Birdwell and Members of the Committee, 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you today regarding the effect on personnel who have actively served or participated in Operation Lone Star and the impact of their service on their health and well-being.

My name is Ammon Blair, I’m a Senior Fellow at the Texas Public Policy Foundation. I have over 10 years of experience as a U.S. Border Patrol Agent and served over 20 years in the U.S. Army both as an enlisted soldier and as a commissioned officer. One of the positions I held was as an Infantry Platoon Leader on OLS.

Today, we stand at a pivotal moment in the history of Texas, facing unprecedented challenges that threaten the very fabric of our state and nation. Texas shares a 1,254-mile border with a failing state, besieged by an authoritarian regime that not only sponsors terrorism but also allows cartels to wield a spectrum of warfare, undermining the rule of law and jeopardizing the safety of our communities. These cartels, recognized as foreign terrorist organizations, have extended their nefarious operations beyond the border, infiltrating every community across Texas. 
 
The federal government's deliberate inaction has not only exacerbated the border crisis but has actively weaponized mass migration and disinformation to erode the very foundations of our sovereignty and stability. This manufactured humanitarian catastrophe has overwhelmed our federal agencies, leaving them unable to fulfill their primary mandate of protecting the American people. As a result, Texas has been left to fend for itself against an unrelenting invasion of complex and evolving threats that threaten the fabric of our society.

OLS represents an unprecedented, but necessary, state-level mobilization of military and law enforcement resources to address border security concerns. While ostensibly addressing a pressing security issue, this operation has far-reaching implications for the readiness and operational capability of the forces involved. The mission has had significant impacts on the readiness of the Texas Army and Air National Guard, Department of Public Safety (DPS) Troopers, and Texas Game Wardens. Long term, this results in strained personnel, resources and operational capabilities, ultimately compromising the primary missions of these organizations and potentially jeopardizing both state and national security.

Our men and women in uniform risk their lives daily to stem the tide of illegal immigration and protect our communities. Still, they cannot succeed without our government's support and resources. We, the proud people of the State of Texas, have the right and the sacred duty to defend our nation and the values that have made us great. 






Because Texas has had to take the lead in homeland defense, we now face complications that impact our law enforcement and military readiness and preparedness. In the absence of our president and federal government, our state agencies have been forced to quickly adapt to jobs, tasks, and missions that will continue to require needed support and reform. As a military officer assigned to this very important mission, I have first-hand knowledge of the complications and obstacles impacting personnel that are working tirelessly to adapt. Some of these include, but are not limited to military training and readiness, a reduced law enforcement presence in Texas communities, equipment and resource allocation, and burnout and retention issues. 

This mission has resulted in long term impacts that extend far beyond the immediate border region and highlights the need for a more sustainable approach to addressing border security.
 
It is crucial for policymakers to continue to assess the long-term viability of OLS, considering its wide-ranging impacts on individuals, units, communities, and national security. A more holistic strategy that leverages the unique capabilities of each organization as defined by law and doctrine, while maintaining border security, is essential for preserving the comprehensive security framework of Texas and the United States.

We applaud Governor Abbott and all Texas leaders who are working hard to ensure these agencies and personnel have the support and modernization needed to defend our home. We need to continue to build on the momentum and find creative solutions that ensure Texas leads the way. 
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